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OUR HISTORY

Founded by Walter L. Mathis Sr. and his wife Patricia E. 
Mathis, Operation Resources, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
non-profit organization founded in 1993. Our founders had 
a vision of contributing to the community; this vision gave 
birth to a scholarship fund that has awarded over $60,000 
in scholarships to students across Michigan. Our focus 
on providing information in the fields of education, health, 
finance, real estate, and religion keeps the vision alive 
today—and for the future—of providing more scholarships 
to underprivileged and needy students. 

OUR MISSION

We envision Operation Resources, Inc. to be a driving 
force for the community to achieve thier goals through a 
well-rounded education. We believe that all the people of 
the United States, including Black Americans, must come 
together to build strength as a nation and to work towards 
logical and fair solutions to our nation’s problems. This can 
only happen when the children of this nation are properly 
educated. But our society does not allow every child that 
chance. Operation Resources, Inc. wants to correct this 
problem. 

OUR GOAL

We hope to encourage businesses and agencies to donate 
and invest their paid advertising dollars with Operation 
Resources, Inc. We see a world where Blacks, Whites, 
Latinos, Asians, and Arabs all have the same opportunities 
regardless of their nationality. In order to create equality we 
must offer educational and economic empowerment to those 
without the proper opportunities. And so our goal is that every 
reader will have the opportunity to gain the education they 
need, so that no one, regardless of nationality, sex, age, or 
class, will be left without a chance to live up to their potential.  

REMEMBER

Not all people of your nationality or culture are your friends, 
and not all people of other nationalities or cultures are your 
enemies; but we must learn to live together as brothers and 
sisters in Christ, or perish together as fools.

Operation Resources, Inc. publishes Unity Magazine 6 times a year. The registered 
publisher is Patricia E. Mathis. This publication is guided by the constitutional principle 
of free press and is open to contributions from anyone regardless of nationality, gender, 
or religion.  

We encourage submission of contributions, but such material must be accompanied 
by a self-addressed stamped envelope if you wish the material returned. All rights 
reserved. The editors reserve the right to reject submissions at their sole discretion. 
Reproduction of this publication in whole or in part without the written permission of 
Operation Resources, Inc. is prohibited.

Advertisements are accepted and published on the representation that the agency 
and/or advertisers are properly authorized to publish the contents and subject matter 
thereof, and that the advertisers are not acting in violation of any laws or regulations 
pertaining to the contents of their advertisements. The publisher is rendered blameless 
from any misleading advertisements and reserves the right to reject any advertisement 
for any reason. This publication does not offer lottery tickets for sale. This publication 
is not affiliated with any state lottery or political organization. Opinions and views 
expressed in the articles contributed are not necessarily the views of the editorial staff 
nor the advertisers of Operation Resources, Inc.

Operation Resources, Inc. reaches thousands of readers including Black Americans 
and other ethnic groups in Michigan. Our mission is to provide the community with 
opportunities to obtain a proper education that does not normally extend to members of 
the community without the means. Operation Resources, Inc. has donors throughout 
the United States and Canada.

Operation Resources, Inc. is a non-profit corporation and will not print any unsolicited 
or otherwise “free” articles or events for companies or organizations who are not regular 
donors or advertising partners.

Winning Spirit of Leadership
Every morning in Africa a gazelle wakes up. It knows it 
must run faster than the fastest lion or it will be killed. 
Every morning a lion wakes up. It knows it must run 
faster than the slowest gazelle or it will starve to death. 
It doesn’t matter whether you are a lion or a gazelle; 
when the sun comes up, you’d better be running.
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It was the spring of April 
1962. 

I came home from the Army and went 
to Ann Arbor to see my brother Ralph 
and his wife, who had become sick after 
their second year of marriage.  While I 
was there, I met her Aunt Rita who was 
from Detroit, Michigan.  After a lengthy 
conversation, I asked Pat’s aunt if she has 
any more nieces and she said yes.  I have 
a niece in Detroit named Pasty.  I found 
out later her name was Patricia.  My 
friend Robert, who was my driver, said 
it was only about 45 miles to Detroit, 
do you want to go?   So we stopped by 
White Tower Hamburger and got their 
special – 20 hamburgers for $1.49 – and 
off we went.  When we got to Detroit, I 
asked Robert to stay in the car because I 
didn’t want to scare anyone. Pat’s Mother 
answered the door and I explained who 
I was, so she invited me in. I left Robert 
outside in the car with the hamburgers.  
Pat’s mother told me that she was at 
work at Harper Hospital (Pat was a 
Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) at that 
time) and she didn’t get off until 11 pm.  
I ask her if I could wait because I would 
be leaving the first part of the week to go 
back to Fort Bliss, Texas.

After several hours, Pat’s mother and I 
were talking just like we were old time 
friends.  At 12 am, Pat came home and 
we continued our conversation until 

about 3 am.  She asked me if was I 
driving and I said no, I was riding with 
a friend. Pat said, is he going to pick you 
up?  And I said no, he’s waiting for me in 
the car.  She laughed and invited Robert 
in for a few minutes, and then we left to 
go back to Grand Rapids.

I returned to Fort Bliss that following 
Wednesday  and I can tell you that 
President George Bush Sr. didn’t have 
anything over me, because I would write 
a letter almost every day  until I got 
discharged  from the Army.  After leaving 
the Army, for several months I took the 
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train, bus or had Robert drive me down 
to Detroit. My father suggested that I 
had better marry this girl before I got 
myself killed going back and forth on 
the highway.  I told Pat’s stepfather and 
mother about my intentions, and then I 
asked her to marry me.  We set the date 
for January 12, 1963, at the age of 22, 
because my father would not approve of 
us boys getting married until we were at 
least 21 because he would not co-sign 
anything for us.  My father raised us to 
be responsible, because he didn’t have a 
father to raise him.  Daddy (as my sibling 

and I called him) was a Godly man.  You 
might ask, how do I know?  My dad 
was married to my mother for sixty-five 
years and they had nine children.  Dad 
had a third grade education and mother 
couldn’t read or write.   To this day, none 
of us know how they did it, but I’m sure 
that they would tell us, that it was done 
by the grace of God.  My father was 93 
years old when he died and my mother 
was 83 years old.    

January 12, 1963, I believe was the 
coldest day of the year but at 2 pm at her 

parents’ house my bride walked down the 
steps with all smiles and I thought that I 
was in heaven.  I saw my Angel then and 
now, 50 years later.
 
We were blessed with four children: two 
boys and two girls.  I had already made 
plans for them but I didn’t seek GOD and 
asked him what his plans were.  Later, our 
youngest son, Daryl developed Juvenile 
Rheumatoid Arthritis and died at the 
age of 27.  Our oldest son, Walter Jr. is 
a master barber; Tracy, the oldest girl, 
is a dentist, and Melissa, our youngest 
daughter works for Aetna Insurance 
Company in Jacksonville, Florida.  

I worked for Meijer for 10 years while 
my wife worked for St. Mary’s and later 
Metro Hospital, when it was on Boston 
Street SE.  

After working as a bagger carryout, I 
worked my way up to shipping clerk 
and later was elected to be Chief Union 
Steward.  We had a very poor Union in 
the Warehouse and Meijer’s management 
overlooked some of the problems we had.  
Now that I’m wiser, I can understand 
that if you want to get bigger you have 

Parents, Willie and Ludell Mathis

Our families – Loraine and George Putman, Pat and Walter, Willie and Ludell Mathis

Pat and Walter
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to keep feeding the product that you 
want, to make you grow, to get rich. 
Case in point; when I started working for 
Meijer, we only had nine stores, a small 
warehouse and Fred Meijer knew most of 
his employees by name and they enjoyed 
working for him.  But, as a company 
gets bigger they have to get a bigger 
warehouse, more and larger stores, which 
eventually put smaller businesses out of 
business.  We had a smaller government 
that didn’t do anything but make more 
laws and departments to enforce those 

laws. As things got bigger and better, 
people wanted more money. Therefore, 
prices had to rise and people wanted to 
separate themselves from each other; 
Indians, Whites, Blacks, Hispanics and 
Asians all under the umbrella of America. 
Remember, we climbed that hill in 1929 
when the stock market crashed, but we 
didn’t learn anything.  

Now let’s go back to Meijer’s, they are so 
big that their children couldn’t run the 
company by themselves – they had to hire 

an outsider to run it and in a few years 
they will have to join the Stock Market 
Exchange just like Wal-Mart and Spartan 
Stores or leave enough money here so 
that their children will be able to buy a 
franchise to help them stay afloat.  The 
fall of the 1929 Stock Market is about to 
repeat itself.

In fifty years you see a lot of things happen, 
that is why it is so important to put your 
trust in the Lord and lean not unto your 
own understanding and let HIM direct 
your path.  I worked for Fred Meijer and 
he got here a little earlier in life than I 
did, but he also left a little earlier than me 
along with a lot of other very successful 
people that I knew or read about. Guess 
what? I didn’t see a Brinks Truck in their 
funeral procession.

After working for Meijer’s I got fired after 
ten years of hard work but I learned so 
much being a Black American working in 
a white business, and I tell all the young 
Black children that will listen to me, if 
someone gives you a lemon don’t throw 
it away because you can always make 
lemonade out of it.  That is what my wife 
and I did together.

After my discharge from Meijer I was 
standing in the unemployment line and 
I said to my self “That if I can work as 
hard as I did for Meijer being a Black 
man in that era, I can work for myself.”  
Remember now, I was a military man and 
in the service.  They teach you how to 
respect yourself and then you can respect 
others.  I took my unemployment and the 
money that I received from the Veterans 
Administration and went to Davenport 
University and got a certificate In Business 
and Management and I also took courses 
in Taxation. 

I also ran for County Commissioner in 
the 13th district as a Republican.  I had 
my wife quit her job and start working 
for me as my campaign manager.  Walter with Robert E. Lewis, my best friend and best man

Pat and Walter with Walter’s brother and sister-in-law, Dr. Ralph and Yvonne Mathis 
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Letter to Walter from Gerald R. Ford, when he ran the first 
time as a Republican.

Our first Income Tax, Notary Public, Real Estate and my 
13th District Commissioner Office.After I changed Parties and became a Democrat
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Disappointment came because the district 
that I ran in was 98% Democrat and 2% 
Republican.  My own mother didn’t vote 
for me (Smile), but I didn’t give up.  Two 
years later I told my wife that I was going 
to run again.

She thought that I had lost my mind, 
but when I told her I was going to switch 
parties, she just look at me like “how do I 
get him committed.”  I said, “Are you going 
to help me?”  She said “yes.”  I ran and 
defeated the guy who ran as a democrat.  
That’s when I found out a lot people don’t 
even know what Party is good for them.  
As Commissioner, I guess that I upset a 
lot of the White People so badly, talking 
about integration that they merged my 
District from the 13th to the 18th Direct 
and I ran against the most powerful White 
man in Kent County, Commissioner Fred 
Winter. Again, some people thought that 
I was crazy.  Now remember, the district 
was 52% Republican and 48% Democrat 
which meant that there were a lot of White 
people who understood what the powerful 
people of the County were trying to do, 
but I thought I did not succeed.  

The following morning Mayor Lyman Parks 
called me at 3 am and told me I whipped 
Fred Winters. I thought that he was pulling 
my leg so Pat and I got up and went to the 
County Clerk’s office and for sure I whipped 

him good.  The word around the county 
building when Blandford lost on the west 
side of Grand Rapids and Winters on the 
east side, Blandford told Winters “at least 
he didn’t get whipped by a “NIGGER”.   
That was the last time I saw or talked to 
Blandford or Winters.  One I thing I think 
I know is how President Obama and First 
Lady Michelle must feel. We love Grand 
Rapids and Kent County and we have been 
here since I was three years old and Pat ever 
since we’ve been married.  By the time this 
magazine is printed, Pat will be 72 and I 
will be 73 years old.

As time went on my wife and I have 
opened several businesses: Income Tax, 
Notary Public, Real Estate, Beauty Shop, 
Pharmacy, and a Convenience Store 
with beer, wine and liquor, and later 
Michigan Lottery.  All these businesses 
include several newspapers and magazines 
of which the last one is called “Unity 
Magazine” that you are reading right 
now.  At the present time we have opened 
a church called “One Race-One Blood 
(second chance) Ministry”. We think 
everyone needs a second chance to change 
their ways.  I know we do and we enjoy 

 First building we bought on Benjamin SE, where we started.

The same building on Benjamin SE, after we remodeled it.  The second building we bought on Franklin SE. 
We have been here for over 40 years.
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serving the Lord and giving Him the 
Honor and the Glory plus thanking Him 
for all the things that He allowed for us to 
have and share with others.  He gave me 
the best helpmate that anyone could ask 
for, and to me, this is what life is all about.

The last thing that I would like to do 
with my wife before we leave this world 
is to continue working on our “Unity 
Magazine”. We will also continue to 
inspire people and try to comfort them 
by giving out our pamphlet called “God’s 
Unconditional Love for You” and being 
Pastor of our church “One Race-One Blood 
Ministry”.  We want to have people all over 
the United States help us to promote our 
Unity products:  t-shirts, sweatshirts, and 
caps with our logo printed on them. Our 
logo shows us that “We must learn to live 
together as brothers and sisters in Christ 
or perish together as fools; but when we 
lose the right to be different, we lose the 
privilege to be free”.  WE ARE ALL A 
PIECE OF THE PUZZLE.

All the proceeds will be deposited into our 
Scholarship Fund that helps students with 
their college expenses.  We hope that the 
recipients of our scholarships will never 
forget that “We are all brothers and 
sisters in Christ” and that they should 
always reach out and help our future 
generations. 

We might not be a giant like Fred Meijer 
and his wife, travel as much as he did or 
give back as much money, but I know 
at the very least, if you don’t understand 
my rant, I can guarantee you one thing: 
it doesn’t matter whether you are a 
billionaire or a pauper, when you get 
to the cemetery or crematorium spot 
you will get the same size hole or pot.” 
It all depends on how much stress you 
put upon yourself before you get there.  
I believe that to whom much is given, 
much is required, and that we are all 
stewards of God’s Money. 

COVER STORY

Our second business – Miss Tracy Laundromat.

Our church, “One Race-One Blood Ministry”.
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traverse city
Traverse City The Traverse City area has over 180 miles of Lake Michigan shoreline and 149 of the most beautiful large lakes.

Whether you are looking for a remote romantic beach or a fun family-friendly atmosphere, Traverse City is an ideal beach destination.

Our family thinks that Traverse City is a little piece of heaven on earth. If we can manage to get reservations at a condo on the beach…we could stay the whole summer long! With Jet Boat and Sea Do 

rentals, we have plenty of choices when we want to do more than relax.

Traverse City is such a cool town. You will love it!

Grand Haven
Good Morning America named Grand Haven one of the top fi ve family beaches in America in 2005. (The other four beaches included; Hilton Head-South Carolina, Turtle Bay-Oahu Hawaii, Carlsbad-California and St. John-Virgin Islands.) With its’ beautiful dunes, cool clear waters and fantastic sunsets, Grand Haven is a perfect getaway destination.

In fact, if you like people watching…this is the place to be. There is so much to do within a short walking distance!

Grand Haven is a romantic date designation and a family fun adventure getaway all in the same place!

p.J. Hoffmaster state park, Muskegon
If you are looking to combine camping with the beach, P.J. Hoffmaster State Park is my favorite choice! Camp in the midst of forest-covered dunes a short hike to nearly three miles of spectacular Lake Michigan shoreline. Its sandy beach is one of the fi nest and most beautiful anywhere.

It is like being on your own secluded beach surrounded by nature’s most beautiful landscape anywhere!

other Great Destinations for a Michigan Beach Vacation:

silver Lake sand Dunes
If it is adventure that you are looking 

for in a beach vacation, then rev up your 4-wheeler or rent a jeep, because Silver Lake Sand Dunes are the only place in Michigan were you can actually drive up on the dunes. You can also hike the dunes, rent a pontoon boat, speedboat or Jet Ski and enjoy beautiful Silver Lake.

Ludington
Like biking or hiking? Then Ludington is a great vacation choice. With 18 miles of trails...you will never run out of things to do. You could also charter a boat and get out on Lake Michigan. It also has miles of great beaches for relaxing, swimming, picnicking, building sand castles in the sun.

saugatuck
We can’t forget Saugatuck! It’s Oval Beach is the number one beach in the Midwest by the Chicago Tribune and 5th Best Small Town Getaway in the Midwest by Midwest Living Magazine. This cute little town is a great Michigan beach choice.

For great beach vacation tips no matter where you are headed, visit Tips-for-the-Beach.com. ▲

 Winning Spirit of Leadership
 Every morning in Africa a gazelle wakes up. It knows it must run faster than the fastest lion or it will be killed. Every morning a lion wakes up. It knows it must run faster than the slowest gazelle or it will starve to death. It doesn’t matter whether you are a lion or a gazelle; when the sun comes up, you’d better be running.
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P arents are urged by school nurses and camps nationwide to help protect their children against 
meningitis this summer by getting them 
vaccinated. 

Public health officials agree that 
preteens and teens 11 through 18 years 
of age and college freshmen living in 
dormitories should be vaccinated against 
meningococcal disease, a serious infection 
that can cause meningitis and take the life 
of a child in just a single day. 
While meningitis is rare, conditions at 
camps—living in close quarters, as well 
as sharing water bottles, drinking glasses 
and kissing—can put even healthy kids at 
risk for getting the disease. The National 
Association of School Nurses’ (NASN) 
Voices of Meningitis campaign aims to 
educate parents about the importance of 
prevention.

“Don’t be afraid to send your child to 
camp, but be educated about meningitis,” 
said Nina Fekaris, RN, NCSN, NASN 
board of director. “Just as parents get 
sunscreen and bug repellant to help 

protect their children during the summer 
months, they should consider vaccination 
against meningitis, too.” 
About 10 percent of the 1,000 to 2,600 
Americans who get meningococcal 
meningitis each year will die. Of those 
who survive, 1 in 5 is left with serious 
medical problems, including amputation 
of limbs, brain damage, deafness and 
organ damage.
Shara Ludlum is reminded of meningitis 
every summer. In June 2008, Shara’s 
10-year-old son Tyler contracted 
meningitis. Within hours of his first 
symptoms, Tyler was in critical condition, 
and doctors were forced to amputate his 
feet and fingers on his right hand in order 
to save his life. Shara and Tyler have joined 
school nurses nationwide for the Voices 
of Meningitis campaign to share their 
story and help raise awareness about the 
disease and importance of vaccination.“I learned about vaccination after my son 

got sick,” said Shara. “Don’t think this 
can’t happen to you. Vaccination should 
be a priority on every parent’s summer 
‘to-do’ list.” 

Preventing meningitis is particularly 
important because the disease moves 
quickly and can be hard to recognize, 
especially in its early stages because 
symptoms are similar to those of the flu. 
“I urge parents to make sure their children 
have received all recommended vaccines, 
including the meningitis vaccine, before 
going to camp or participating in other 
summer activities that bring groups of 
preteens and teens together,” said Fekaris. Visit www.VoicesOfMeningi tis.org and 

talk to your child’s school, camp nurse 
or other healthcare provider about 
vaccination. (NAPS) ▲

MENINGOCOCCAL VACCINATION URGED FOR SUMMER CAMPERS

Winning Spirit of Leadership
Every morning in Africa a gazelle wakes up. It knows it 

must run faster than the fastest lion or it will be killed. 

Every morning a lion wakes up. It knows it must run 

faster than the slowest gazelle or it will starve to death. It 

doesn’t matter whether you are a lion or a gazelle; when 

the sun comes up, you’d better be running.
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Add meningitis vaccination to your summer camp checklist. 

Health and Safety Tips for Summer Camp
Get your kids vaccinated.Be sure your kids’ vaccinations are up-to-

date. Ask their doctor or nurse what vac-
cines are recommended for summer camp.Encourage safe physical activities.

Children should get 60 minutes or more 
of physical activity on most days of the 
week. To help prevent injury, pack pro-
tective gear, such as helmets and life 
jackets, if the camp will not be providing 
them. Tell your kids not to swim if they 
are alone or if they have diarrhea.

Teach your kids to stay hydrated.Explain to your kids that the human body 
needs fluids on a regular basis. They 
shouldn’t wait until they feel thirsty to 
drink water. Encourage your kids to drink 
plenty of non-carbonated, sugar-free flu-
ids throughout the day.

Teach your kids to avoid wild animals.
Teach kids that animals can carry diseases 
that are dangerous to people. Encourage 
them to enjoy watching them from a safe 
distance in their natural surroundings.Pack protection.Be sure your kids have plenty of insect 

repellent and sunscreen to wear to pro-
tect themselves from mosquitoes, ticks, 
and the sun. Pack layers of light-weight, 
light-colored clothes for hot days and 

blankets and warm clothes for cool 
nights.

Be proactive.Find out how you will be notified if your 
child becomes ill and what the proce-
dures are for caring for your child, if in-
dicated. Teach your kids to cover their 
nose and mouth with a tissue when they 
cough or sneeze and to throw the tis-
sue in the trash after using it; to wash 
their hands often with soap and water 
(or alcohol-based hand cleaners), espe-
cially after they cough or sneeze; and to 
avoid touching their eyes, nose or mouth. 
Also, tell your kids to notify camp staff if 
they or someone they come into contact 
with becomes ill. Keep your kids at home 
when they are sick.

Prepare your kids.Make sure your kids are prepared. Teach 
them what to do in an emergency. Use 
this packing checklist to help start them 
out on the right foot at camp.
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Winning Spirit of Leadership
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 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.  John 3:16-17 kjv
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I

HEADER HERE

SCHOLARSHIPS IN THE FIELDS OF EDUCATION • HEALTH • FINANCE • REAL ESTATE • RELIGION
M  A  G  A  Z  I  N  E

$3.95 Donation

DEC – JAN 2011-12

BLACK AMERICANS 

SPEND OVER 850 BILLION DOLLARS 

A YEAR ON GOODS AND SERVICES IN THE UNITED STATES

A TRIBUTE TO 
FRED

 [ page 2 ]

Yet, most federally-funded 

companies and agencies ignore 

the importance of spending 

advertising dollars with Black 

American newspaper publishers.
 [ page 8 ]

Presort Std
US Postage

PAID
Grand Rapids, MI
Permit No. 1035

APRIL 2009
$2.95 per issue

$24.95 subscription

NIH Quick Facts on Minority 

Healthcare Disparities: p12

The Role of the Government 

in Healthcare Disparities: p18

NATIONAL MINORITY

HEALTH MONTH

TPCM’s Effort to Help Bridge 

the Healthcare Gap

www.takepridemagazine.com

PLUS:

The Institute for 

Diversity in Healthcare
Management p15

Understanding
Healthcare

Disparities: p27

MAY 2009
$2.95 per issue

$24.95 subscription

Joseph Haskins, Jr.,

Founder and CEO 

of Harbor Bank 

of Maryland p12

www.takepridemagazine.com

Presort Std
US Postage

PAID
Grand Rapids, MI
Permit No. 1035

TOP MINORITY

EXECUTIVES

Stem Cell Reversal

Helping Minorities p6

PLUS:
Minority Celebrities

TakePride! through

Charitable 
Contributions p22

Is Lisa Pickrum 

the Hardest
Working
Executive? p13

11014 Franklin St SE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49507-1327
(616) 243-1919

For information please visit: www.OneBlood-OneRace.org

Winning Spirit of Leadership

Every morning in Africa a gazelle wakes up. It knows 

it must run faster than the fastest lion or it will be 

killed. Every morning a lion wakes up. It knows it 

must run faster than the slowest gazelle or it will 

starve to death. It doesn’t matter whether you are a lion or a gazelle; 

when the sun comes up, you’d better be running.

Each One,
Teach One

Bringing
People

Together

One Race-One Blood Ministry

GOD’S 
        UNCONDITIONAL 

LOVE FOR YOU

 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to 
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TESTIMONIALS

Dear Mr. Mathis and directors of 
Operation Resources,

I would like to thank you for the scholarship 
offered to me through Operation Resources, 
Inc. This is such a unique scholarship since it 
requires me to use skills and knowledge that I 
have acquired through my studies at Davenport 
University, such as the marketing skills I used 

to sell the products. This scholarship is also so 
unique in that it’s a partnership between Operation 

Resources, Davenport University, and me. 

I honestly had a fun time completing the requirements to earn 
this scholarship. I have been employed at Blue Heron Academy for two years, 
and since then BHA has grown to seven campuses throughout Michigan and 
Indiana. The school helps students to change not only their careers but also 
their lifestyle and that of others, through a variety of holistic health programs.

Since BHA is dedicated to promoting healthy life styles, I felt that it was the 
perfect atmosphere to sell Operation Resources water. I implemented a water 
station at all seven campuses and am happy to say that sales were a fast 
success. Both Davenport and Blue Heron Academy students and kind faculty 
contributed to the successful sale of Operation Resource products. 

By receiving this scholarship, I will be able to remain on the dean’s list, continue 
as a full time student, and have the capabilities to excel in my future career. 
When the community offers a warm helping hand to me, I am encouraged 
to give back even more in the future. I want to thank you very much for this 
generous gift, and I appreciate your continuing support for my education.

I will put the scholarship money to good use as I complete my bachelor’s 
degree in 2006. I plan to continue at Davenport to receive my master’s 
degree. I hope you will call on me if there is anything I can do for Operation 
Resources, Inc. in the future.

Once again, thank you from the bottom of my heart; it is my goal to be able 
to help future students with higher education and help their goals become 
reachable just as Operation Resources has done for me. 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie C. Feyen

Dear Mr. Mathis,

Becoming involved with the Operation Resources 
Scholarship Fund has made a tremendous 
difference in my academic journey. I am very 
appreciative.

The financial support I earned from the scholarship 
through bottle water sales has been very helpful 

in allowing me to pursue my academic goals. The 
scholarship program presented by your organization 

is unique in the fact that is just as Willie and Ludell 
Mathis desired, “A hand up not a hand out.”

Through selling water, students such as me are able to apply knowledge 
and skills previously learned in the classroom. For example, as students 
we must first come up with an appropriate target market in which to sell the 
water. Then we must develop a sales strategy to use in order to sell the 
water. In addition, we must understand how to properly present the product 
and the mission behind the scholarship. By following the above steps, 
students such as me are able to close the sale for the water, bottle by bottle.

However, without the appropriate support from organizations such as 
yourself and the participating vendors, students such as me may not be able 
to continue on with their academic journeys. The financial support earned 
from programs such as the one you offer is truly priceless.

Through the water sales and the financial reward I earned from both your 
organization and my university, I was able to focus more on my studies and 
continue my placement on the Dean’s List.

Once again, thank you to your organization and its participants, that aid 
in making it a success. And thank you to Davenport University for their 
generous matching scholarship of $1,000.00.

Respectfully,

Amanda Dykhuis

I know that with God as the Head of my life 
anything and everything is possible.

There are many personal endeavors that 
I will accomplish in my future. First of all, I 
will always keep God in my life and I want to 
really grow and mature in my spiritual walk 
with the Lord. Wherever I am living after I 
graduate, I will find me a church to work and 
serve the Lord in. 

I want to establish my own health/athletic club. I 
have always been really involved with sports all my 

life, and I want to give the opportunity to others also. 

Crystal Vauters

The Operation Resources Scholarship helped me 
achieve my long-term goal to obtain a four-year 

degree that led to a position as a registered nurse. 
I like the field of nursing and the assistance this 
position provides to the community. I chose 
a career because I would like to be able to 
serve Hispanics within the local area. My 
major vision is to help people who don’t speak 
English. I know that it is very difficult to find a 

hospital or clinic that has bilingual nurses to help 
communicate with people in their native language. 

I am also aware of cultural differences that may lead 
to confusion or misunderstandings between Americans 

and natives of other countries.

Maria Rico

OPERATION RESOURCES, INC. TESTIMONIALS:      HELPING STUDENTS EARN THEIR FUTURE!
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TESTIMONIALS

My name is Christopher Darnell Sain II, and on May 3, 2008, I received 
my Masters of Social Work degree from Wayne State University. From 
kindergarten through twelfth grade I attended Grand Rapids Public Schools, 
where upon graduating high school in 2001 I was accepted to Michigan 
State University. 

Although I received grants and scholarships from various organizations, 
there is one that stands out most: the $500 scholarship from Operation 

Resources, Inc. Walter and Pat Mathis, who founded the organization in 
honor of Willie and Ludell Mathis, work diligently to provide scholarships for 
young men and women who want to attend college. The Mathis family and 
their organization were founded to help give something back to the Grand 
Rapids community, especially the Black American community.

With the support of my parents and other financial aid, I was able to pay 
for tuition, housing, meals, transportation, clothing, and furnishings for my 
dorm. The $500 scholarship from Operation Resources, Inc. was used to 
purchase textbooks for the beginning of college. Because of the financial 
support from Operations Resources, Inc. I was able to borrow less money 
in student loans and it allowed my parents to spend less money out of their 
own pocket. 

As I reflect back over the years and my successes, I give great honor to God 
first, my parents second, and friends and financial supporters like Operation 
Resources, Inc. for making it possible to live out my dreams.

Like the Mathis family, I too will give back to the community. Through my job 
as a social worker I will strengthen and empower my people to improve the 
quality of their lives, thus improving our communities. 

It is my prayer that financial donors like those who support Operation 
Resources, Inc. will continue to support this worthwhile effort for many years 
to come. Your funding is definitely needed to continue this endeavor.

Chris Sain II
Masters of Social Work

May 3, 2008

OPERATION RESOURCES, INC. TESTIMONIALS:      HELPING STUDENTS EARN THEIR FUTURE!

I am a single mother of one child, and I am paying 
for her myself, without the help of her father, who 

is not involved with her upbringing. I also have 
a lot of debt to pay off, besides the debt I have 
to pay back to my parents, who have helped 
me out tremendously.  Along with that, I have 
to try to save for a newer car, since the one I 
am driving is getting old and and I have to put 
a lot of money into to keep it up and running. I 

have not had the best of luck on anything that 
comes my way. I have had to struggle my way 

through life and would like it to get better and turn 
into something more positive. There are two things that 

get me through the day to move on through life: my daughter and Jesus. I 
am a big believer that Jesus looks after me and provides me with the best.

I am going back to school to get a career and hope to help people with going 
into the social work field. I love working with kids and adults and hope that I 
can provide them with a positive outlook on things to help them out. All the 
jobs that I have held throughout my life either lay me off or go out of business 
and it is a continuous thing for me. I want a better career and not just a job 
that I don’t like. I want to better myself for my daughter’s sake as well. One 
day I would like to buy a house for us to live in. I want to provide for my 
daughter as best as I can.

There are so many things that I want to do for myself and for my community. 
I also want to do things for my church. By doing this it will make me a better 
person and will also help me be more confident around people and with the 
things I do.  It will make me a stronger person who will stand for my rights 

and the rights for other people. It will make me proud to do good things for 
other people and help them out as much as I can.

I have been busy distributing Operation Resource pamphlets in all types 
of churches around the Allendale, Standale, Grandville, and Hudsonville 
areas. I also take a class on Monday nights about Single Parenting in the 
Hudsonville area, and have put these pamphlets out so many people can 
see and use if they want to.

Also on Wednesday nights, I have a college class that I attend and have put 
pamphlets out on display there also. There are many different building that 
I have put them in at the college that I am attending. There is a company 
called Kent GOP & S.O.S Counseling on Lake Michigan Drive that I have 
dropped off pamphlets; also, Love, Inc. stores and offices in the Hudsonville 
and Allendale area, along with Michigan Works.

I want people to see and read the pamphlet so they can become aware of 
the company, Operation Resources, Inc. I would like to have everyone get 
involved in the word of GOD. The people at Operation Resources believe in 
you and want you to succeed in what you are doing and be positive in your 
life.

The scholarship that I am receiving from them is helping me out tremendously. 
It helps me put extra money that I did not have towards the loans that I have 
to pay for my college courses and anything else that comes along with it. 
It also gives me a little breather room and less stress knowing that I have 
support in what I am doing. It is allowing me to focus on my studies, along 
with giving me something to look forward in getting a career for myself that I 
can enjoy and be proud of.

— Krissy Verburg



16 UNITY MAGAZINE
 www.OperationResources.org

1

1014 Franklin St SE Grand Rapids, MI 49507-1327 (616) 243-1919For information please visit: www.OneBlood-OneRace.org

Winning Spirit of Leadership
Every morning in Africa a gazelle wakes up. It knows it must run faster than the fastest lion or it will be killed. Every morning a lion wakes up. It knows it must run faster than the slowest gazelle or it will 

starve to death. It doesn’t matter whether you are a lion or a gazelle; 
when the sun comes up, you’d better be running.
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Bringing
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Together

One Race-One Blood Ministry

GOD’S         UNCONDITIONAL LOVE FOR YOU

 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to 

condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.  John 3:16-17 kjv

DONATION $1.00

A pamphlet of prayers, bible passages,  inspirational readings and more to provide encouragement, enlightenment and support to those who need it most.

One Race-One Blood Ministry is a nonprofit 
organization that was formed in 1993 to organize 
funding for projects that will exclusively benefit 
the poor, care for the sick, support education and 
provide charitable services for the community.

One of our projects is to provide pamphlets to 
encourage and inspire those who are shut-ins, 
whether elderly, disabled or ill.  We offer this 
pamphlet of devotions and inspirational reading.  
It is our wish to provide the reader with comfort, 
encouragement and enlightenment at a time when 
they most need it.

Contact One Race-One Blood Ministry at 616-243-1513 for more information on how 
you or your organization can become a part of One Race-One Blood Ministry, or copy 
and return the bottom portion of this page with your tax deductible gift.

 YES, I WANT TO HELP!
MY TAX DEDUCTABLE GIFT IS ENCLOSED

 
n  $5      n  $10      n  $25      n  $50      n  $100      n  $_______

1014 Franklin Street SE,  Grand Rapids, MI 49507    Ph: (616) 243-1513

Health and Education Awareness and Scholarship Fund
A 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Organization

PLEASE HELP
SUPPORT 

OUR STUDENT
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

For information on our 
Scholarships, please visit: 

www.OperationResources.org

Photocopy and return with your donation

One Race-One Blood Ministry
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CONGRATULATIONS – 50 YEAR ANNIVERSARY!
James Voogd Agency, LLC
Agency Owner
Chairman’s Inner Circle
James Voogd Agency, LLC

Allstate Insurance Company
3535 Plainfield Ave NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49525

Phone 616-363-9797
Fax 616-373-7576
jvoogd@allstate.com

www.allstateagencies.com/jvoogd
Auto, Home, Powersports, Boat

24-Hour
Customer Service

DENTAL 
DESIGN, P.C.
Dr. Tracy E. Blount

•  New Patients Always Welcome
•  Emergency Care Provided

Call (616) 452-0400
1014 Franklin Street SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49507

Michael Door
Certified Public Accountant

4246 Kalamazoo Ave., SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49508

616.455.2800
1.800.510.6757

Fax 616.455.4740
mdoor@lettinga.com

Melissa E. Mathis

Customer Service 
Representative

AETNA 
INSURANCE 
COMPANY

Happy Anniversary, Mr. & Mrs. Mathis 
on your 50th wedding anniversary!

From your friend, Aziz
The Network Journal

39 Broadway Suite 2430
New York, NY 10006

Tel: 212-962-3791
Fax: 212-962-3537

Email: aziz@tnj.com
Aziz Gueye Adetimirin
Publisher

P.O. Box 2506 
1300 West Fulton St.

Grand Rapids, MI 49501-2506
Fax (616) 336-3907

www.johnballzoosociety.org

Teresa Weatherall-Neal
Superintendent of Schools

p. 616.819.2193     
f. 616.819.3480

Lawrence A. Stelma – Sheriff 
and wife, Iris
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FEEDING AMERICA WEST MICHIGAN FOOD BANK

Please Help!
Your contribution will qualify for a Michigan Food Bank Income Tax Credit and a charitable
deduction on your Federal Taxes.

I want to help fight hunger in West Michigan. Enclosed is my tax-deductable gift please designate my contribution
to the following agency:

#1014-Operation Resources, Inc.

Payable by: 

____ Check ____ Money Order/Cash

____ Credit Card # ___________________________________________  Expires ________  security code ________

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________

Signature_____________________________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________ City___________________ State _____ Zip ____________

Phone Number ______________________________  Email: _____________________________________

Feeding America West Michigan Food Bank is a 501 (c) (3) Michigan non profit corporation. Federal ID No. 38-2439659, MICS No. 7889.  

1014 Franklin St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49507

(616) 243-1919

UnityMag_Oct_Dec09_TakePrideDecember  5/5/11  9:49 AM  Page 20

Mission and Values of Operation Resources, Inc.  
A Partner with FEEDING AMERICA West Michigan Food Bank

MISSION and VALUES
Feeding America of West Michigan and Operation Resources Inc, are 
partners with the nation’s leading domestic hunger-relief charity. Our 
mission is to feed America’s hungry through a nationwide network of 
member food banks and engage our country in the fight to end hunger.
 
Operation Resources Inc., respect the inherent worth and dignity of 
every person and treat all with justice, equity and compassion. We 
honor the lives, concerns and stories of people in need and expect all 
people to do the same. “We must learn to live together as brothers 
and sisters in Christ or perish together as fools; but when we lose 
the right to be different we lose the privilege to be free.”

We keep faith with the public trust through the efficient and 
compassionate use of resources entrusted to us and are mindful 
that our mission is accomplished through the generosity of others.. 
We evaluate and account regularly for how resources are used to 
implement and achieve our mission.

We believe in the power of community. We collaborate and build 
strong relationships, based on trust, with and among those who share 
our vision of creating a hunger-free America. We work together to 

accomplish the vision on a local level, valuing each other’s roles and 
using an open process and honest communication.

We operate with an acute sense of urgency that reflects the 
immediate needs of people struggling with hunger. We believe 
service to others is fundamental to creating a hunger-free America. 
We serve with excellence, compassion and responsiveness to meet 
the needs of those with whom we work, internally and externally. The 
better we serve, the more people we bring together in commitment 
to our vision.

We act with honesty, trust and openness and deliver on commitments. 
We act within the spirit of agreements, contracts and the law. Our 
intentions and actions will be transparent and above reproach.

We believe that the ethnic, cultural and social diversity of our nation 
should be reflected in our staff.

ONE RACE-ONE BLOOD MINISTRY 
and OPERATION RESOURCES INC. –

working together to stamp out Hunger. 

OUR UNITY LOGO

Dear Friends and Businesses, 
Please help us continue our work here at Operation Resources, Inc. 

Yes, I will purchase a minimum of 25 puzzles with my advertisement at a donation of $15.00 ea. = $375.00

Yes, I would like to order more than 25 puzzles:  _______ x $15.00 = $ ____________ .

Yes, I will donate money towards some puzzles to donate to our children, to teach them about their health.
1014 Franklin St. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49507
(616) 243-1919 we accept Visa, MasterCard, Discovery

Student Scholarship Program
We Give “A Hand Up, Not a Hand Out”

WE ARE ALL A PIECE OF THE PUZZLE AND WE SUPPORT DIVERSITY
You or your organization can help students go to college by partnering with Operation Resources, Inc.

with a donation of 25 Unity Puzzles with your Advertisement on the left side of the puzzle, to let your
customers know that you, your company or organization supports diversity, while informing them that we

are all a piece of the puzzle and that “United, We Make America!”

1014 Franklin St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49507

(616) 243-1919

o Check      o Money Order/Cash      

o Credit Card # ____________________________________________________    Expires ________   Security code  __________

Name  __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________   City _______________________   State _____   Zip  _____________

Phone Number  ( ________ ) ______________________________     Email:  ___________________________________________
Operation Resources Inc is a 501(c) (3) Tax exempt corporation Federal ID No 38-312 -6188

OUR UNITY LOGO

Dear Friends and Businesses, 
Please help us continue our work here at Operation Resources, Inc. 

Yes, I will purchase a minimum of 25 puzzles with my advertisement at a donation of $15.00 ea. = $375.00

Yes, I would like to order more than 25 puzzles:  _______ x $15.00 = $ ____________ .

Yes, I will donate money towards some puzzles to donate to our children, to teach them about their health.
1014 Franklin St. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49507
(616) 243-1919 we accept Visa, MasterCard, Discovery

Student Scholarship Program
We Give “A Hand Up, Not a Hand Out”

WE ARE ALL A PIECE OF THE PUZZLE AND WE SUPPORT DIVERSITY
You or your organization can help students go to college by partnering with Operation Resources, Inc.

with a donation of 25 Unity Puzzles with your Advertisement on the left side of the puzzle, to let your
customers know that you, your company or organization supports diversity, while informing them that we

are all a piece of the puzzle and that “United, We Make America!”

We accept Visa, 
MasterCard, Discovery

Please help! Your contribution of any amount will help fight hunger in Michigan.  

1014 Franklin St. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49507 • (616) 243-1919
www.oneblood-onerace.org       www.operationresources.org

We accept 
Visa, 

MasterCard, 
Discovery
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PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE

I call February and March, this 2013, 
“The Love Months.”!

February because it is Valentine’s Day. 
It’s the month that love is in the air.  
We are told to tell our sweetie how 
much we love them and buy them 
something nice. I have been married 
going on 45 years. I tell people that my 
lovely wife, Joan, is in no hurry to get to 
heaven because she has had heaven on 
earth for almost 45 years.  Joan lost her 
wonderful sense of humor many years 
ago over me telling people this on the 
t.v show “Ask the Pastor”. 

Also during the month of February we 

salute our African American Brothers 
and Sisters! 

Valentine’s Day is when we show people 
how much we love them. Easter is when 
God showed us how much he loves us!

Over 2,000 years ago Jesus died a 
terrible death on the cross. To prove 
His superiority over all other “so-called 
gods” Jesus rose from the dead after 
spending three days in a rock tomb. 
See Mark 16:1-11. He died for you 
and me…took our place in the death 
chamber so we could spend eternity 
with Him. God is love and Jesus proves 
it!

Love is not one of Jesus’ qualities…
it is His nature! 1 John 4:8+16. Please 
know, God loves you “not” because of 
what you do! I have told our church 
that there are three keys to receiving 
God’s love:

The first key is knowing that “God loves 
you just the way you are!” Isaiah 49:15-
16 tells us that the Lord will “never” 
forget us even if our mothers do. God 
has our name inscribed on His hands.  
Matthew 10:30 reveals God cares about 
us so much He has counted every hair 
on our head.

The second key is “There is absolutely 
nothing we can do to make God love 
us any more than He does right this 
minute!”

The only qualifier is that we must be 
born-again. See John 3 and Romans 
10:9-10. God loves us so much! 1 John 
1:3-9.  He can’t take His eyes off us it 
says in 2 Chronicles 16:9. We are saved, 
converted transformed, born-again by 
Ephesians 2:8-9. If you are thinking 
that you can work your way to heaven 

I ask you to read Isaiah 64:6, Titus 3:5 
and Romans 10:3.

The third key is to “See yourself 
as God sees you.”! He loves you 
unconditionally! You must love yourself 
unconditionally! God “always” forgives 
if we repent in Proverbs 28:13. We 
must forgive ourselves. 

God is “real” love for Easter, Valentine’s 
Day and Black History month! Why 
not accept this “love”? Simply say:

“I am convinced by God’s Word that 
I am a lost sinner. I repent of all my 
sins. I believe that Jesus Christ died for 
all sinners and shed His blood to put 
away my sins. Jesus then rose from the 
dead. I now receive Him as my personal 
Lord and Savior and will with His help, 
confess Him to others. In Jesus Name!”

Happy Love Months…

Uptown for Jesus!
Rev. William J. Trim, Senior Pastor

1470 Lake Drive SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Check us out on the web:
uptownministries.org

SO...THIS IS LOVE?
BY PASTOR WILLIAM J. TRIM

1470 Lake Dr., SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

“A Multi-Ethnic
Church”

Pastor William J. Trim

Sunday School: 9:45 am
Sunday Worship: 

11:00 am & 5:00 pm

Family Night: Wednesday 6:30 pm

www.uptownministries.org
(616) 776-3710
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For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through him might be saved.

   John 3:16-17 KJV

“We must learn to live together as brothers and sisters in Christ 
or perish together as fools; but when we lose the right to be different 

we lose the privilege to be free.” 

One Race, One Blood 

“History shows us that the first humans, Adam and Eve, gave birth to the human race in the continent of Africa. Sin entered the world 
when Adam ate the forbidden fruit and his descendants grew to be very wicked. “And the LORD said, ‘My Spirit shall not strive with 
man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.”  

GENESIS 6:3 NKJV 

God saw the evil in the hearts of Adam’s descendants and was going to destroy the world with a great flood. But because 
Noah loved God, He told him to build an ark to save his family.  The Earth was destroyed and only Noah, his wife, their three 
sons, and their wives were spared. Noah’s descendants eventually repopulated the entire Earth. Every person today came 
from those eight. We are all one race, the human race!

GENESIS CHAPTER 9-11 

After many generations, Noah’s descendants wanted to make a name for themselves and began to build a tower to reach the heavens. 
God grew furious and scattered the human race over the Earth to Europe, Asia, North and South America and Australia. As a result of 
this diaspora, a multitude of nationalities, cultures, and languages developed. 

Today, many nationalities and cultures make up our nation, the United States of America. If we of this great nation can put aside our 
differences and work together, we will be able to overcome any obstacle and meet any challenge. Only then can we finally unite and 
spread peace and prosperity throughout the world as one race, the HUMAN RACE. Let us start with displaying our logo of “United, 
We Make America” to show people our strength and unity.

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.     
John 8:32 KJV

WE ARE ALL A PIECE OF THE PUZZLE

A Story Of Faith
[Prompted] by faith, Noah, being forewarned by God concerning events of which as yet 
there was no visible sign, took heed and diligently and reverently constructed 
and prepared an ark for the deliverance of his own family. By this [his faith 
which relied on God] he passed judgment and sentence on the world’s 
unbelief and became an heir and possessor of righteousness (that 
relation of being right into which God puts the person has faith).

UNITED

One Race, One Blood

www.oneblood-onerace.org 
www.operationresources.org
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Dear Operation Resources, Inc.,
o Yes, I would to order _________ (Total QTY.) of Apparel with our logo on the front. 
I understand that each T-shirt/Sweatshirt costs $15.00.
Size/Qty:  S ____      M ____     L ____     XL ____      2X ____     3X ____      Choose Style:  o T-shirt    o Sweatshirt

Colors Available:   o Blue ____    o Kiwi Green ____   o Yellow ____   o Gray ____   o White ____    o Pink ____

Name (and/or Company):  ___________________________________________________________

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________   State: ________   Zip:  ________________

Phone:  ( _______ ) ________________   Email:  ________________________________________

o Check ____    o Money ____    o Credit Card ____    o PayPal ____     TOTAL $ _______________          

OUR UNITY LOGO

Dear Friends and Businesses, 
Please help us continue our work here at Operation Resources, Inc. 

Yes, I will purchase a minimum of 25 puzzles with my advertisement at a donation of $15.00 ea. = $375.00

Yes, I would like to order more than 25 puzzles:  _______ x $15.00 = $ ____________ .

Yes, I will donate money towards some puzzles to donate to our children, to teach them about their health.
1014 Franklin St. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49507
(616) 243-1919 we accept Visa, MasterCard, Discovery

Student Scholarship Program
We Give “A Hand Up, Not a Hand Out”

WE ARE ALL A PIECE OF THE PUZZLE AND WE SUPPORT DIVERSITY
You or your organization can help students go to college by partnering with Operation Resources, Inc.

with a donation of 25 Unity Puzzles with your Advertisement on the left side of the puzzle, to let your
customers know that you, your company or organization supports diversity, while informing them that we

are all a piece of the puzzle and that “United, We Make America!”

We accept Visa, 
MasterCard, Discovery
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Help us spread our message of unity in the community!
Order our Apparel and you can help us let people know our origin and that we are all brothers and sisters 

in Christ Jesus.  You may also sell the Apparel for your fundraising events.  All of the proceeds goes to 
support our scholarship fund and health awareness programs.

T-SHIRT BACK
T-Shirts may not look exactly as shown

T-SHIRT BACK
T-Shirts may not look exactly as shown

For God so loved the 
world that he gave his 

only begotten Son,  that 
whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, 

but have everlasting life.
For God sent not his Son 

into the world to 
condemn the world;  but 
that the world through 

him might be saved.
   John 3:16-17 KJV

“We must learn to 
live together as 

brothers and sisters 
in Christ or perish 
together as fools; 

but when we lose the 
right to be different 
we lose the privilege 

to be free.” 

You can choose from any style T-shirt as well as other 
apparel styles and selections. Go to the website link 

below to view all of the options available.
operationresoures.imprintableapparel.com
Please call for special orders: (616) 243-1919

*Unless requested, there is no 
saying on the backs of sweatshirts.

PLEASE CALL
FOR SPECIAL 

ORDERS!

www.oneblood-onerace.org   |   www.operationresources.org

UNITED

One Race, One Blood
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Come join us for our worship 
service and Bible study!

Church: 10:45 am 
on Sunday

Bible Study: 6:00 pm on Thursday

1024 Franklin St. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49507

Ph: 616-243-1513

One Race-One Blood Ministry

“We must learn to live together as brothers and sisters 
in Christ or perish together as fools; 

but when we lose the right to be different, 
we lose the privilege to be free.”

Second Chance
So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, 

He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.  John 8:7 KJV

www.OneBlood-OneRace.org

The Traveling Notary™

“We Come To You!”

Walter L. Mathis Sr.
wmathis@oneblood-onerace.org

ALL NOTARY SERVICES
AT YOUR DOOR

AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

1014 Franklin St. SE  •  Grand Rapids, MI 49507

(616) 243-4114

Health and Education Awareness and Scholarship Fund
A 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Organization

Operation Resources, Inc. is a nonprofit organization that 
was formed in 1993 to organize funding for projects that will 

exclusively benefit the poor, care for the sick, support education 
and provide services for the community.  

For information on our Dental Assistance plan, please visit 
www. operationresources.org/dental
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CHILDREN’S DENTAL 
RESOURCES

“Healthy Teeth Make a Happy Child”

You or your organization can help children receive dental care 
by partnering with Children’s Dental Resources, a subsidiary 
of Operation Resources, Inc.  Many children suffer with dental 
disease due to the limited resources within the family to pay 
their dental co pay.  With your donation, of any amount, you will 
help allow children to utilize the insurance that is available at 
any participating Dentist in Michigan. 

1014 Franklin St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49507

(616) 243-1919

“Every child deserves to have a 
beautiful smile and healthy teeth.”
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Historically Black colleges and 
Universities PartnersHiP @ ottawa Hills 
HigH scHool: Superintendent Teresa Weatherall Neal and her team are 
lining up first of its kind partnerships with the nation’s leading HBCUs. 

- Scholarships   - Traveling Professors
- Dual enrollment  - And More!
- HBCU Site Visits

new gerald r. Ford academic center 
(Pk-8tH grade): Based on the successful Southeast Academic Center model, 
the new Gerald R. Ford Academic Center is a citywide theme school. Applications are 
required.

- Single Gender and Co-Ed Classes
-  Parent-School Contract with Clear Expectations 

of Students, Parents, and Teachers 
- Spanish Language Requirement
- School Uniforms

new dickinson scHool exPansion to Pk-8: 
Dickinson Elementary is expanding to serve grades PK-8. 

- Partnership with Seeds of Promise
- Spanish Language Requirement
- Kent School Services Network site
- And more!

centers oF innovation: 
GRPS is home to five ‘Centers of Innovation’ with college prep themes and strong 
public-private partnerships with local job providers, universities, foundations and more.

coming Fall 2013 - innovation central (9th-12th grade): All the 
innovation, talent, resources, and partnerships of four Centers of Innovation 
combined on one campus near the heart of downtown and the Medical Mile. 
The academy for design and construction; graPceP/engineering 
and Biomedical school; school of Business, leadership, and 
entrepreneurship; and the school of Health sciences will co-locate for 
maximum educational outcomes.

grand rapids University Prep academy (6th-12th grade): Small class 
sizes (18:1), rigorous college prep curriculum, and a brand-new state-of-the- 
art building. 

QUESTIONS?  call 819-2150 or visit www.grPs.org

tHese scHools are in HigH demand and Fill UP Fast! 

ACT NOW visit www.grPs.org
to learn more and download an application today! First priority is given        
to applications received by February 28, 2013.

Brighter 
futures 

start now
new vision. new cHoices. 

tHe new grPs. WE ArE

coming Fall

2013!

- 

- 
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MALCOLM X (1925 – 1965) 
CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVIST
If you’re not ready to die for it, put the 
word “freedom” out of your vocabulary. 

– Malcolm X, Chicago Defender, 
28. Nov. 1962

One of the things that made the Black 
Muslim movement grow was its emphasis 
upon things African. This was the secret 
to the growth of the Black Muslim 
movement. African blood, African 
origin, African culture, African ties. 
And you’d be surprised – we discovered 
that   deep within the subconscious of 
the black man in this country, he is still 
more African than he is American. 

– Malcolm X, February 14, 1965 (taken 
from the essay ’Malcolm X, our revolutionary 

son & brother.’ by Patricia Robinson)

You don’t have to be a man to fight for 
freedom. All you have to do is to be an 
intelligent human being. 

– Malcolm X, NYC, 20 Dec. 1964

I think that an objective analysis of 
events that are taking place on this 

earth today points towards some type 
of ultimate showdown. You can call it 
political showdown, or even a showdown 
between the economic systems that exist 
on this earth which almost boil down 
along racial lines. I do believe that there 
will be a clash between East and West. 
I believe that there will ultimately be a 
clash between the oppressed and those 
that do the oppressing. I believe that 
there will be a clash between those who 
want freedom, justice and equality for 
everyone and those who want to continue 
the systems of exploitation. 

– Malcolm X, January 19, 1965 (taken from 
the essay ’Malcolm X, our revolutionary son 

& brother.’ by Patricia Robinson)

It is a time for martyrs now, and if I 
am to be one, it will be for the cause of 
brotherhood. That’s the only thing that 
can save this country. 

– Malcolm X, NYC, 19 February 1965  

Without education, you’re not going 
anywhere in this world. 

– Malcolm X, speech at Militant Labor 
Forum, NY, 29 May 1964, in 

By any means necessary, p. 178

GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER 
(1860 – 1943), SCIENTIST
George Washington Carver, a botanist and 
agricultural chemist, was undoubtedly one 
of the greatest scientists of all times. He 
revolutionized and revitalized the dying 
agricultural industry of the South between 
1900 and 1930.

Carver was born of slave parents on Moses 
Carver’s plantation, near Diamond Grove, 
Missouri, in 1860. Although Carver’s early 
education was sketchy, at ten years of age, 
George struck out on his own to get a formal 

education. Ironically, when George showed up 
at a high school in Kansas, he was promptly 
told to leave as soon as the Headmaster saw 
he was Black. Disillusioned, yet determined, 
he remained in Kansas working odd jobs as a 
farm hand, a cook and a laundry helper. 

George was twenty-five years old when he 
started his freshman year at Simpson College 
in Iowa. IN 1891, after two years at Simpson, 
he entered Iowa Agricultural College, now 
the Iowa State University at Ames, Iowa. 
Shortly after receiving his Master’s Degree 
in 1896, Carver received a letter from 
Booker T. Washington, Head of Tuskeegee 
Institute, asking for his instructional help. 
Carver replied, “I am coming.” He spent 
the remaining years of his life at Tuskeegee 
as an agricultural scientist. While there, he 
gradually won the acceptance of the southern 
farmers, selling his idea of “plant rotation” to 
keep the soil enriched. The cotton plant had 
been grown in the south for nearly 200 years, 
depleting the soil’s minerals. Carver told them 
to plant peanuts, clover peas, since these crops 
would replenish the minerals as they grew, 
because the roots of these plants brought 
nitrogen to the soil. 

In his lab at Tuskeegee, Carver discovered over 
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two dozen products, such as milk and cheese, 
that could be synthesized from the peanut. 
He eventually developed over 300 different 
products; including instant coffee, face 
cream, ink, shampoo and soaps made from 
the oils, proteins and chemicals of peanuts. 
Soon, new industries sprang up which made 
use of these peanut products, and the South 
began to prosper economically. He produced 
similar results with sweet potatoes, pecans and 
southern clay.

Carver remained a bachelor, and he died 
on Tuskeegee Institute’s campus, January 5, 
1943. He left his life’s savings of $33,000 
to establish the George Washington Carver 
Foundation, which helped to provide research 
opportunities for scientists. This foundation 
still thrives today.  

BENJAMIN BANNEKER 
(1731 –1806) MATHEMATICIAN, 
ASTRONOMER
On Nov. 9, 1731, Benjamin Banneker was 
born in Baltimore County, Md. He was 
the son of an African slave named Robert, 
who had bought his own freedom, and of 
Mary Banneky, who was the daughter of 
an Englishwoman and a free African slave. 
Benjamin lived on his father’s farm and 
attended a nearby Quaker country school for 
several seasons. He received no further formal 
education but enjoyed reading and taught 
himself literature, history, and mathematics. 
He worked as a tobacco planter for most of 
his life.

In 1761, at the age of 30, Banneker 
constructed a striking wooden clock without 
having seen a clock before that time, although 
he had examined a pocket watch. The clock 
operated successfully until the time of his 
death.

At the age of 58, Banneker became interested 
in astronomy through the influence of a 
neighbor, George Ellicott, who lent him 
several books on astronomy as well as a 
telescope and drafting instruments. Without 
further guidance or assistance, Banneker 
taught himself the science of astronomy; he 
made projections for solar and lunar eclipses 
and computed ephemeredes (tables of the 
locations of celestial bodies) for an almanac.

The last known issue of Banneker’s almanacs 
appeared for the year 1797, because of 
diminishing interest in the antislavery 
movement; nevertheless, he prepared 
ephemeredes for each year until 1804. He also 
published a treatise on bees and computed the 
cycle of the 17-year locust. 

Banneker never married. He died on Oct. 
9, 1806, and was buried in the family 
burial ground near his house. Among the 
memorabilia preserved was his commonplace 
book and the manuscript journal in which 
he had entered astronomical calculations and 
personal notations.

Banneker’s memory was kept alive by 
writers who described his achievements as 
the first African American scientist. Recent 
studies have verified Banneker’s status as an 
extremely competent mathematician and 
amateur astronomer.

ELIJAH MCCOY – INVENTOR
Elijah McCoy was born in Colcester, Ontario, 
Canada on May 2, 1844. He moved to 
Michigan after the Civil War. McCoy was 
employed as a railroad engineer. One of 
McCoy’s responsibilities was to keep the 
moving parts of the railroad engine lubricated. 
This tedious task inspired McCoy to automate 
the lubrication process, virtually ending the 

In honor of black history month, 
We salute Dr. Vivien Thomas, Innovative Surgeon

www.accesskent.com/health

Dr. Vivien Thomas rose to 
prominence in the 1940’s.  He 
overcame poverty and racism, 
without a high school education, 
to become a cardiac surgery pioneer.  
Dr. Thomas developed a technique 
to treat what was then called 
“Blue Baby Syndrome.” He later 
taught many of the country’s most 
prominent surgeons. Vivien Thomas 
was the first African American 
without a doctorate to perform 
open heart surgery on a white 
patient in the United States. 
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need to periodically stop and engine. McCoy’s 
device was called the “Drip Cup.” It was a 
tiny container filled with oil and the flow was 
regulated by means of a “Stopcock.” 

During McCoy’s career, he received more than 
56 patents for devices which were improved 
versions of his automatic lubrication 
process. His other inventions include the 
lawn sprinkler, ironing table and the Steam 
Cylinder Lubricator. 

The high quality of Elijah McCoy’s inventions 
gained such notoriety that the phrase “The 
Real McCoy” was coined to separate “The 
Father of Lubrication’s” inventions from 
cheap imitations.    

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON 
(1865–1915), EDUCATIONAL 
ADMINISTRATOR, PROFESSOR, 
AUTHOR
One day in 1872, a penniless and dirty 16-
year old boy arrived at Hampton Normal 
and Agricultural Institute in Virginia. He had 
walked almost 500 miles to seek an education 
and escape the coal mines of Malden, West 
Virginia. 

This boy, Booker T. Washington, would grow 
up to become one of the most powerful Blacks 
in America. 

Washington was born a plantation slave on 
April 5, 1856 in Franklin County, Virginia. 
His mother, Jane, was the plantation cook, 
and his father was White. He was named 
Booker Taliaferro, but he took the name 

Washington when he enrolled in school. 
By that time, Booker’s mother had married 
Washington Ferguson, and the family was 
living in Malden. When he was nine years 
old, Booker got a job packing salt. Then 
he worked two years in a coal mine before 
becoming a houseboy for the mine’s owner, 
Lewis Ruffner. He managed to get the 
fundamentals of education from Ruffner’s 
wife and by attending night school. In 1872, 
Washington entered Hampton Institute. 

After graduating with a B.A. degree in 1875, 
Washington taught at a school in Malden 
before returning to Hampton, in 1879, to 
organize a night school. That same year, 
he received a M.A. degree from Wayland 
Seminary. In 1881, he was chosen to start a 
new school similar to Hampton in Tuskegee, 
Alabama. With only $2,000 for salaries and 
no land or buildings, Washington went to 
work to get both students and money. Within 
seven years, Tuskegee Institute had over 400 
students and 540 acres of land. 

However, national fame did not come to 
Washington until his public address at the 
Cotton States International Exposition in 
Atlanta, Georgia, on September 18, 1895. 
Washington felt that if Blacks were to pursue 
the path of hard work, thrift, self-help, and 
economic progress, Whites would have a 
greater acceptance of Blacks. His speech drew 
a standing ovation from the White audience, 
and later, his racial philosophy made him one 
of the most powerful and controversial Blacks 
in the nation. Many Blacks bristled at his 
words and called Washington passive to the 
aggressive pursuit of civil rights. Nevertheless, 
money for the Institute poured in, along with 
speaking engagement requests for its founder. 

Washington achieved a national prominence 
rare for any person in America – Black or 
White. His autobiography, Up From Slavery, 
published in 1901, became a national best 
seller and was translated into many languages. 
President Theodore Roosevelt consulted with 
him about presidential appointments and 
asked his advice on many racial policies. As a 
result, the school that began in a rural Black 
church grew to more than 60 buildings and a 
$3 million endowment by 1915. 

Washington married three times and had 
three children. In 1897, he received a M.A. 
from Harvard, and in 1901, a LL.D. from 
Dartmouth College. In 1945, he was elected 
to the Hall of Fame of New York University. 
Washington wrote many essays and speeches 
which have been published along with 
numerous books about his life and teachings. 

On November 18, 1915, Booker T. 
Washington was only 59 when he died of 
arteriosclerosis, and his funeral was attended 
by nearly 8,000 people. He accomplished 
what he had set out to do, perhaps by the 
only means open to him. Late in his life, 
Washington expressed this hope: “More and 
more, we must learn to think not in terms of 
race or color or language or religion or political 
boundaries, but in terms of humanity.”

LEWIS HOWARD LATIMER 
(1848–1928), SCIENTIST, 
INVENTOR
Lewis Howard Latimer was a pioneer in the 
development of the electric light bulb. He 
was the only Black member of the Edison 
pioneers, a group of distinguished scientists 
and inventors who worked with Thomas 
Edison. 

Latimer, whose father was a former slave, was 
born in Chelsea, Massachusetts, in 1848, 
and raised in Boston. At age sixteen, Latimer 
enlisted in the Navy and served as a cabinboy 
on the U.S.S. Massasoit for the remainder of 
the Civil War. IN 1865, after receiving an 
honorable discharge, he returned to Boston 
seeking work. His skill in mechanical drawing 
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enabled him to secure a position with Crosby 
and Gould, patent solicitors. The work of the 
patent draftsmen fascinated young Latimer, 
and he taught himself draftsmanship skills. 
Becoming confident, he asked to be allowed 
to submit some drawings. The request 
was begrudgingly granted, but Latimer’s 
impressive work earned him the position of 
junior draftsman and, in a short time, he was 
advanced to chief draftsman. During the late 
1870’s, he married Mary Wilson, and later 
fathered two daughters.

Around 1876, Alexander Graham Bell had 
recognized his need for a highly skilled 
draftsman to prepare blueprints for his 
new invention, the telephone. Bell went to 
Crosby and Gould, and it was Latimer who 
was given the assignment to draw the plans 
for Bell’s telephone patent.

In 1879, Latimer left Crosby and Gould to 
work as a draftsman for Hiram Maxim, who 
invented the machine gun and also headed 
the U.S. Electric Lighting Company in 
Bridgeport, Connecticut. Although electricity 
was in its infancy, Latimer perceived it to be 
the wave of the future. Latimer proceeded 
to work on improving the quality and life of 
the carbon filament used in the light bulb. 
In 1882, he received a patent for what was 
probably his most important invention – an 
improved process for manufacturing carbon 
filaments. This process proved far superior 
to any other due to longer lasting properties 
because the carbon filaments, made from 
the cellulose of cotton thread or bamboo, 
were excellent conductors of electricity. He 
assigned this patent and others to the U.S. 
Electric Lighting Company.

Latimer left Maxim and transferred to 
the engineering department at the Edison 
Company in 1884. He supervised the 
installation of Edison’s electric light systems 
in New York, Philadelphia, Canada and 
London. Six years later, Latimer was assigned 
to the legal department where he performed 
an invaluable service as an expert witness, 
defending Edison’s patents in court. Millions 
of dollars were at stake. Based on Latimer’s 
testimony, Edison won his cases because of 
Latimer’s vast knowledge of electrical patents. 
Latimer was a man of many talents and skills, 

not limited to electrical inventions. Volumes 
of his love poems were privately published; 
he also authored a book in 1890, entitled 
Incandescent Electric Lighting.

Lewis Latimer did more than just help to 
bring electric lights to the streets of New York 
and its office buildings, homes and subway 
stations. Through his many activities, he 
brought “light” to the lives of those around 
him. He worked for civil rights organizations, 
and taught recent immigrants mechanical 
drawing and the English language in a New 
York City community center. Lewis Latimer’s 
death in 1928 was mourned the world over. 
In honor of his significant contributions to 
America’s industrial revolution, the Lewis H. 
Latimer Public School, dedicated on May 
10, 1968, in Brooklyn, New York, bears his 
name. 

BENJAMIN E. MAYS (1895–
1984), MINISTER, SCHOLAR
The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., called 
Benjamin E. Mays “my spiritual advisor.” 
Like King, Mays was a man of exceptional 
qualities – a minister, a scholar, and a recipient 
of 43 honorary degrees. An authority on 
Black religion, Mays also spent 27 years as 
President of Morehouse College, guiding it 
to a reputation as “the Black Oxford of the 
South.”

Benjamin E. Mays was born on August 1, 
1895, the last of seven children born to S. 
Hezekiah and Louvenia Carter Mays, ex-
slaves living in Epworth, South Carolina. 
From the beginning, he was a bright 
student, graduating in only three years as 
the high school valedictorian. His success 
continued at Bates College in Maine, where 
he was an honor student and a star debater. 
In 1920, he earned a bachelor’s degree, and 
two years later, he was ordained a Baptist 
minister. 

Mays’ first assignment was in Atlanta at 
the Shiloh Baptist Church, which was near 
Morehouse College. And, for two years, 
he taught mathematics at Morehouse. In 

AT THE TOP OF OUR CLASS. Grand Valley is leading the way with professionally 
relevant academic programs, real-world research opportunities, and outstanding 
campus facilities. Plus, our students benefit from personalized instruction made 
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1925, he received a master’s degree from the University of Chicago and 
became an English instructor at South Carolina State College. In 1928, 
he became National Student Secretary for the YMCA, and in 1930, he 
began a two-year national study of Black churches for the Institute for 
Social and Religious Research in New York City. 

In 1934, Mays was appointed Dean of Religion at Howard University, 
and he began a period of international travel on behalf of the U.S. In 
1935, Mays received a doctorate from the University of Chicago and was 
inducted into Phi Beta Kappa at Bates College. 

In 1940, Mays’ 27-year presidency of Morehouse College began, and 
his goal for the college was stated in a 1945 radio address: “It will not 
be sufficient for Morehouse College, for any college, for that matter, to 
produce clever graduates, men fluent in speech and able to argue their 
way through; but rather honest men, men who can be trusted in public 
and private life – men who are sensitive to the wrongs, the sufferings, and 
the injustices of society and who are willing to accept responsibility for 
correcting the ills.”

As an authority on Black religion, Mays taught the militant view of 
religion to the Rev. Martin L. King, Jr., and other civil rights leaders. 
In one of his numerous articles on the Black church, he wrote that the 
church kept “one tenth of America’s population sanely religious in the 
midst of an environment that is, for the most part, hostile to it.” He 
warned that Blacks, unless allowed to achieve complete citizenship, would 
become “more irreligious” and “more militant” in their efforts for equality.

Mays’ opinions appeared not only in many magazines but also in his 
books: The Negro’s Church, The Negro’s God as Reflected in His 
Literature, and his autobiography, Born to Rebel. He was in great demand 
as a speaker and served as a consultant to the Ford Foundation and the 
U.S. Office of Education. In 1967, when the Citizen’s Crusade Against 
Poverty established a board of inquiry into hunger and malnutrition 
in the United States, Mays was a co-chairman. From 1967 to 1981, he 
was also a member of the Atlanta School Board, becoming its first Black 
president.

When Dr. Benjamin E. Mays died on March 28, 1984 in Atlanta, he had 
witnessed the realization of many of his lifetime goals, including better 
education and legal voting rights for his people. Dr. Mays is credited with 
the inspiration he instilled in many of his students, which included Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., former mayor Andrew Young, and former state 
senator Julian Bond.



 UNITY MAGAZINE 29
 www.OperationResources.org

THE QUEEN OF SHEBA 
(c. 10th century BCE)

Best known for a story in the 
Bible’s book of Kings: at the 
head of a caravan of riches, she 
visits Israel’s King Solomon to 
test his legendary wisdom. After 
Solomon successfully answers 
her riddles, the queen showers 
him with gifts. According to 
Ethiopian tradition, the queen 

returned to Sheba and bore a son by Solomon, Menelik I, who was 
the beginning of the Ethiopian royal dynasty. The Queen of Sheba is 
the only female character featured in the sacred writings of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam alike.

CORETTA SCOTT KING 
(1927-2006)

As the widow of Civil Rights 
leader Martin Luther King Jr., 
Coretta Scott King has carried 
the message of nonviolence 
and the dream of the beloved 
community to almost every 
corner of our nation and globe.

After receiving a bachelor’s 
from Antioch College in 1951, 

Coretta enrolled at the New England Conservatory of Music in 
Boston where she met Dr. King. Following the assassination of her 
husband in 1968, Coretta founded the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center 
for Nonviolent Social Change in Atlanta. Her memoir, My Life with 
Martin Luther King, Jr., was published a year later. In 1970, the 
Coretta Scott King Award was established in her honor and is given 
to authors and illustrators whose books promote peace and world 
brotherhood. She worked with the Federal Government to establish in 
1986 a national holiday to honor her husband and his efforts.

FANNIE LOU HAMER (1917-1977)

Fannie Lou Hamer, a Mississippi sharecropper, changed a nation’s 
perspective on democracy. She fought to integrate the national 

Democratic Party and became one of its first black delegates to a 
presidential convention.

In 1962 at age 45, Hamer 
volunteered to register to vote. 
At that time, the threat of racial 
violence and the strict and 
biased literacy requirements 
made voting impossible for 
most Mississippi blacks. She 
failed on her first two attempts 
to pass the registration test and 
was subsequently fired from her 
job. Hamer persevered because 
she saw voting as fundamental 

to bringing about change in America. She went on to pass the test in 
1963. Buried in her hometown of Ruleville, Mississippi, her headstone 
bears words for which she was well known all her life: ‘‘I’m sick and 
tired of being sick and tired.”

HARRIET TUBMAN 
(1820-1913)

Harriet Tubman was born a 
slave in Maryland. In the twelve 
years from her escape in 1849 
to the beginning of the Civil 
War in 1861, Harriet Tubman 
and the Underground Railroad 
became the most dominant 
force of Abolitionism.

As the principal conductor 
of the Underground Railroad, Harriot was known as the ‘‘Moses of 
Her People.’’ She made 19 trips helping over 300 people to freedom 
in the North. At one point, rewards for Tubman’s capture totaled 
$40,000. Yet, she was never captured and never failed to deliver her 
‘‘passengers’’ to safety.

In 1958, Harriet helped John Brown in planning his raid on Harpers 
Ferry. During the Civil War, she worked as a nurse, scout and an 
intelligence agent for the Union Army. Later she settled in Auburn, 
New York, where she founded a home for indigent aged blacks and 
lobbied for educational opportunities for freedmen.

Paintings by PAUL COLLINS from his “Great Beautiful Black Women” series © 1978. Used by permission.
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IDA B. WELLS BARNETT 
(1862-1931)

An early black activist, Ida B,. Wells was 
perhaps the most famous black female 
journalist of her time. Born to slave 
parents in Holy Springs, Mississippi, 
Wells was orphaned 14 years later by 
a yellow fever epidemic. She became 
a teacher to support her siblings and 
managed to continue her education by 
attending near-by Rust College.

As part-owner and editor of Memphis Free Speech from 1891 to 1892, 
Wells launched an anti-lynching crusade before a mob of protesters 
forced her to flee Memphis. Wells took her cause to England to gain 
support and earned a reputation as a fiery orator and courageous leader 
of her people. Ida was one of the founding members of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). As late 
as 1930, she decided to run for the Illinois State legislature, which 
made her one of the first black women to run for public office in the 
United States.

JOSEPHINE BAKER (1906-1975)

Overcoming the limitations imposed 
by the color of her skin, Josephine 
Baker became one of the world’s most 
versatile entertainers, performing on 
stage, screen and recordings.

Baker debuted in Paris in 1925, 
dancing in the La Revue Negre. She 
went on to become one of France’s 
most beloved entertainers, eventually 
owning her own nightclub. In 1936, 

Baker returned to the United States to appear in the Ziegfeld Follies 
but was not accepted because of her color. She returned to Paris and 
became a French citizen. During World War II, Baker entertained 
troops in Africa and the Middle East and gathered intelligence for the 
French Resistance. For her services, she received the Croix de Guerre 
and the Legion of Honor, France’s highest decoration.

Josephine was also a civil rights activist. She refused to perform for 
segregated audiences and helped to integrate the Las Vegas nightclubs. 
She adopted twelve children from around the world whom she called 
her ‘‘Rainbow Tribe.’’ She died in Paris and was buried in Monaco. 
She became the first American woman to receive French military 
honors at her funeral.

MADAME C. J. WALKER (1867-1919)

Sarah Breedlove Walker was one of the first American women to become 
a millionaire, running a prosperous business selling her self-made hair 
care products for African American women. By 1917, the Madame C.J. 

Walker Manufacturing Company was the largest African American-
owned business in the United States employing about 3,000 workers. 
Walker was the first woman to sell products via mail order, to organize 
a nationwide membership of door-to-door agents, The Madame C. J. 
Walker Hair Culturists Union of America, as well as to open her own 
beauty school, the Walker College of Hair Culture.

She was known as a good employer 
who sponsored philanthropic and 
educational projects initiated by her 
employees. She founded Lelia 
College, a hair care laboratory, and a 
chain of beauty salons in Harlem. 
She established scholarships for 
women at the Tuskegee Institute, 
Bethune-Cookman College, and 
Palmer Memorial Institute.

MARION ANDERSON 
(1897-1993)

Marion Anderson, a contralto singer, 
was the first African-American singer 
to perform at the White House and 
New York’s Metropolitan Opera.

Marion Anderson displayed vocal 
talent as a child and was tutored in 
her church choir. In 1925, she entered 
a New York Philharmonic voice 
competition and won first prize. In the 

early 1930s she went on a concert tour of Europe, where her reputation 
was established. In 1939, the Daughters of the American Revolution 
refused to let Marion perform at Constitution Hall. This enraged the 
First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt, and she resigned from the group in protest 
and arranged a concert for Marian at the Lincoln Memorial.

Marion went on to sing at the inaugurals of Presidents Eisenhower and 
Kennedy. In 1958, President Eisenhower made her a delegate to the 
United Nations. She received the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1963, 
a Congressional gold medal in 1978, the Eleanor Roosevelt Human Rights 
Award in 1984 and a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award in 1991.

MARY CHURCH TERRELL 
(1863-1954)

Mary Church Terrell’s parents had 
been born into slavery, but through 
hard work became one of the wealthier 
families in Memphis, Tennessee. Her 
entire life was one of privilege but the 
wealth of her family did not prevent 
her from experiencing segregation and 
the humiliation of Jim Crow laws. She 
spent her life fighting racial injustice.
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As a graduate of Oberlin College in 1884, Mary Church was among 
the first black women to complete a college education. In 1895, she 
became the first black woman to serve on the Board of Education 
in Washington, D.C. She also served as president of the National 
Association of Colored Women and was actively involved in the 
NAACP and the National American Suffrage Organization. At 
the age of 90 she played an instrumental role in the boycott of DC 
restaurants that refused to serve blacks. She carried that fight to the 
Supreme Court in 1953, which upheld the right of blacks to equal 
service in DC restaurants. Mary Church Terrell’s autobiography, A 
Colored Woman in a White World, is the first full-length published 
autobiography by an American black woman.

PHILLIS WHEATLEY (1754-1784)

Phillis Wheatley was the first African 
American, the first slave, and the 
third woman in the United States to 
publish a book of poems.

Kidnapped in West Africa and 
transported aboard a slave ship 
bound for Boston in 1761, she was 
purchased by John Wheatley as a 
servant for his wife. The Wheatleys 
recognized Phillis’ intelligence and 

wit, educated her and encouraged her talent. Young Phillis quickly 
learned to speak English and to read the Bible with amazing fluency. 
She published her first poem in 1767, and six years later, she published 
a book, Poems on Various Subjects. That same year, John Wheatley 
emancipated her.

ROSA PARKS (1913-2005)

Rosa Parks is best known for her 
1955 arrest for defying segregation 
laws in Montgomery, Alabama. 
Rosa lived in an area with strict 
laws separating whites from blacks. 
Boarding a full bus on her way to 
work one early morning, she was 
asked to give up her seat to make 
way for a white rider. When she 
refused, she was arrested and fined. 
This sparked a boycott of the city’s 

bus line and created the beginning of the desegregation of the United 
States and the Civil Rights movement.

Over the next four decades, Rosa helped make her fellow Americans 
aware of the history of the civil rights struggle. She is the recipient of 
innumerable honors, including the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
and the Martin Luther King Jr. Nonviolent Peace Prize, designed by 
Paul Collins.

SOJOURNER TRUTH 
(1797-1883)

Sojourner Truth’s fight for the 
abolition of slavery, women’s rights, 
and her attempt to help former 
slaves, has made her a legend in 
American history. Despite the scars 
of slavery and the inability to read, 
she was able to become a respected 
and influential public speaker and 
advocate for the oppressed.

Born Isabella Baumfree, she was sold many times until her freedom 
in 1828 through the New York State Emancipation Act. By the 
1840s, she had changed her name to Sojourner Truth and became a 
powerful speaker against slavery, often moving her audiences to tears 
and exclamations of horror with her firsthand accounts of what many 
slaves endured. Truth was also an evangelist who trumpeted the 
causes of women’s rights. In 1851, at a women’s rights convention 
in Akron, Ohio, she gave her famous speech, ‘‘Ain’t I A Woman,’’ 
challenging the notion that men were superior to women.

WILMA RUDOLPH 
(1940-1994)

Wilma Rudolph was the first woman 
from the United States to win three 
gold medals in a single Olympics. 
Her celebrity caused gender barriers 
to be broken in previously all-male 
track and field events.

As a child, Wilma survived scarlet 
fever, mumps, pneumonia and 
polio. She could not walk without 

an orthopedic shoe until she was 11 years old. Her determination to 
compete made her a track star, going to her first Olympic Games in 
1956 at the age of 16. She won a bronze medal in the 4x4 relay. In 
1960, she set a world record in the 200-meter race in the Olympic 
trials that would stand for eight years. Later that year at the Olympics 
in Rome, Wilma won the 100 and 200-meter dash and ran the 
anchor on the 400-meter winning relay team. Rudolph was inducted 
into the Black Athletes Hall of Fame and the National Track and 
Field Hall of Fame. 
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